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PPS RECORDS FOR 
67 WHITMARSH STREET 

PLAT 39, LOT 273 
 

FREDERICK N. CONNET HOUSE 
Built 1902 

 
DESCRIPTION: 
 
67 Whitmarsh Street is a 2-1/2 story, Dutch Colonial Revival style, single family house.  
Sheathed in wooden clapboards on the first floor and wood shingles on the upper floors, the 
house stands on a raised brick basement and has a cross gambrel roof. The asymmetrical 
façade has a two-story open porch on the right-hand side and on the left, a bay window on the 
first floor beneath a projecting gambrel on the second floor.  The windows are 1-over-1 double 
hung wood sash.  A two-car garage stands at the rear of the driveway on the west side of the 
house.  
 
The house stands on a 3,806 square foot lot on the north side of Whitmarsh Street in a block 
bounded by Updike Street on the east, Elmwood Avenue on the west, and Peace Street on the 
north.  The lot measures 45 feet wide on Whitmarsh Street, and 84.57 feet deep (3,806 sq. ft.).  
 
HISTORY: 
 
In late 1901 Frederick C. Connet, a draughtsman then living at 2 Wesleyan Avenue, bought a 
vacant lot on the north side of Whitmarsh Street, 3 lots west of Updike Street.  Mr. Connet had 
this house built in 1902 and lived here for more than three decades.  After his death, the Connet 
family continued to own the property until 1977.  Since then the house has changed hands six 
times;  the current owner, the Providence Preservation Society Revolving Fund, bought it in 
June 2001.   
 
DEVELOPMENT CONTEXT1: 
 
In the 17th and early 18th centuries, the area of Providence now known as the Elmwood 
neighborhood was only sparsely settled, with just a few major roads connecting Providence to 
other colonial towns to the west and south.  (What is now Elmwood Avenue was originally called 
the Greenwich Road, leading to East Greenwich.)  In 1754, Rhode Island’s General Assembly 
set off the southwestern part of Providence as the Town of Cranston.  Elmwood remained part 
of Cranston until it was annexed back to Providence in 1868. 
 
During the first half of the 19th century, Elmwood’s large farmsteads and country estates were 
gradually subdivided for residential development, but the area retained several land-based 
businesses such as silk farms and tree nurseries. An 1849 map of Elmwood shows “Moore’s 
Nursery” on the land between Elmwood Avenue and Updike Streets, roughly from Whitmarsh 
Street to Moore Street.  In 1866, the Elmwood Nurseries Plat established the locations of streets 
and house lots in this area, although many of the lots would not be developed for several more 
decades.  The lot where 67 Whitmarsh Street now stands was vacant for nearly 50 years.  
 

 
1 From “Elmwood, Providence,” a survey report by the Rhode Island Historical Preservation & Heritage 
Commission, 1979. 



PPS Records for 67 Whitmarsh Street  Page 2 
 
 
By 1868, when Elmwood reverted back to Providence, most neighborhood roadways had been 
laid out, and horse-drawn street railways operated along Broad Street and Elmwood Avenue (so 
named in 1892).  The pace of residential development in Elmwood increased dramatically over 
the next 40 years, while Providence’s economy and population boomed and its public transit 
system continued to be improved.   Many of Elmwood’s new residents were prominent 
industrialists, including Robert Knight, who along with his brother Benjamin Knight ran a cotton 
manufacturing empire that operated 21 mills in Rhode Island and Massachusetts and originated 
the “Fruit of the Loom” trademark.  In addition to his own mansion on Elmwood Avenue (since 
demolished), Knight owned a number of lots in the Elmwood Nurseries Plat, including the lot on 
which 67 Whitmarsh Street would later be built.   
 
Whitmarsh Street (variously spelled “White Marsh” on some maps) was named for its first 
resident, Edwin B. Whitmarsh, who built a house at #27.  The street was fully built out between 
1885-1905.  
 
DESIGNATIONS 
 
67 Whitmarsh is included as a contributing building in the Elmwood National Register Historic 
District, and is also located within the Northern Elmwood Historic District Zone designated by 
the City of Providence. 
 
RECORDS (All records located in Providence City Hall unless otherwise noted): 
 
Maps and Atlases  
 
1798:  “A Map of Owners of Lots in Providence in 1798,” compiled by Henry B. Chace in 1912: 
Plate XVI shows the Middle or Greenwich Road (now Elmwood Avenue) intersecting with 
Pawtuxet Road (now Broad Street).  The Cranston Town Line was roughly where Parkis 
Avenue is now, so the land where Whitmarsh Street would later be built was then in Cranston.  
(Archives) 
 
1849:  “Elmwood,” by Cushing and Walling (see page 6 of the RIHP&HC Elmwood survey 
book), shows “Moore’s Nursery” on the east side of Elmwood Avenue, stretching west to Updike 
Street, including Whitmarsh, Henry and Moore Streets; Whitmarsh and Updike Streets are 
shown but not named on this map.  
 
1866:  “Elmwood Nursery Plat,” recorded in Plat Book 23, Page 52 and copied on card 718, 
shows Greenwich Road on the west and Updike Street on the east, with Whitmarsh and Peace 
Streets running between them (note Updike does not run all the way north to Peace).  On the 
north side of Whitmarsh Street, only three lots are delineated, all to the west of Updike.  Lot #19 
is the third lot west of Updike, measuring 50 feet across Whitmarsh Street and 84.57 feet deep 
(4228.5 sq. ft.).  All 3 lots are vacant.  (Registry of Deeds) 
 
1875:  “Atlas of the City of Providence,” Vol. 2, by G.M. Hopkins Co, Plate O shows the same 
layout of streets and lots seen in the Elmwood Nursery Plat, and that name is indicated on this 
map.  The 3 lots on the north side of Whitmarsh are all indicated as owned by S. Moore; their 
sizes and lot numbers have changed, however.  The third lot west of Updike is now numbered 
#74, and contains 5,787 sq. ft.  All 3 lots are vacant. (Archives) 
 
1882:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co, Plate 16 shows the same 3 lots on 
the north side of Whitmarsh west of Updike.  The map indicates the owners as Burgess & 
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Knight, and references the Elmwood Nursery Plat.  The number of the third lot west of Updike 
Street is #74; all 3 lots remain vacant. (Archives) 
   
1895:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by Everts & Richards, Plate 61 shows the remainder of 
Whitmarsh Street platted with house lots.  On the north side of Whitmarsh, the third lot west of 
Updike (still vacant) contains 5,787 sq. ft.; its owner is not indicated.  The map also shows 
sewer lines on Updike Street, and street railway lines on Broad and Elmwood Avenues.  
(Archives) 
 
1902:  Assessors Plat Maps, Plat 44 indicates that the block has been reconfigures.  On the 
north side of Whitmarsh, the third lot west of Updike now measures 45 feet wide by 84.57 feet 
deep (3,806 sq. ft.), its current size; the lot number is #230. (Archives) 
 
1908:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by L.J. Richards Co., plate 16 shows a house 
constructed at 67 Whitmarsh Street on a lot measuring 3,806 sq. ft.  The owner is named as 
F.N. Connet.  (Archives) 
 
1918, 1926 and 1937:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 9 shows the 
house at 67 Whitmarsh Street with an outbuilding in the northwest corner of the 3,806 sq. ft. lot.  
The owner is F.N. Connet in 1918 and 1926, but changes to the F. Connet Estate in 1937, 
indicating that Frederick Connet had died. (Archives) 
 
Intent to Build (Archives) 
 
Permit #14842, dated November 6, 1901, indicates the intention of F. N. Connet to build a 
house on the north side of Whitmarsh Street, 3 lots west of Updike Street. 
 
Directories (Archives) 
 
City Directory 1901:  Frederick N. Connet, draughtsman, with an office at 9 Codding Street, 
lived at 2 Wesleyan Avenue. 
 
City Directory 1902: Frederick N. Connet, draughtsman, with an office at 9 Codding Street, lived 
at 67 Whitmarsh Street. 
 
House Directoy 1901:  No address of 67 Whitmarsh Street is listed. 
 
House Directory 1903 (these were published every 2 years):  67 Whitmarsh Street was the 
home of Frederick N. Connet, the owner, and also of a boarder, George W. Robinson.  
 
Tax Records (Archives) 
 
1869:  Lyman Arnold owned Plat 44 Lot 230 as of November 27, 1869. 
 
1875:  Silas Moore owned Plat 44, Lot 230 as of June 13, 1875. 
 
1876:  Warwick Institution for Savings owned Plat 44, Lot 230 as of October 2, 1876. 
 
1901:  Robert Knight of 297 Elmwood Avenue owned Plat 44, Lot 230, which was assessed at 
$1,700. 
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1902:  Frederick Connet of 2 Wesleyan Avenue owned Plat 44, Lot 230, which was assessed at 
$3,620, indicating that the house had been constructed. 
 
Assessor’s Field Cards  (Providence City Hall:  Assessor’s Office) 
 
Field Card for AP 44, Lot 230:  Whitmarsh Street 
 
Warwick Institute for Savings  owner as of October 2, 1876 
Robert Knight    owner as of July 1, 1899 
Frederick N. Connet   owner as of Feb 1, 1902 
Frederick N. Connet Estate  owner as of April 1936 
Andrew R. Connet   owner as of December 1942 
Fausto Fernandez and wife Erundina, 
 as Joint Tenants  owners as of October 17, 1977 (ref. Deed Book 1201,  

page 847) 
City of Providence Tax Title  taken June 18, 1984 (DB 1264, page 772) 
Janice Hannert   owner as of February 4, 1985 (DB 1283, pages 187, 188) 
 
[After Ms. Hannert’s name, the card is stamped “See Next Card,” but no other card was found in 
the file.  Deed research was conducted to complete the chain of title:] 
 
DB 1374, Page 204:  Janice Hannert to A&H Enterprises, January 3, 1986. 
   
DB 3083, Page 14:  A&H Enterprises to Antonio Ferreira, Sandra Quinones Ferreira, Carmen 
Gonzalez and Buenaventura Guzman, January 20, 1995. 
 
DB 4406, Page 300:  Antoino Ferreira etal to Rhode Island Housing Mortgatge Finance Corp., 
June 28, 2000 (foreclosure). 
 
DB 4752, Page 151:  RIHMFC to Providence Preservation Society Revolving Fund, recorded 
July 10, 2001. 
 
 
 
 
Research compiled by Kathryn J. Cavanaugh 
January 2002 


	DESIGNATIONS
	1895:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by Everts & Richards, Plate 61 shows the remainder of Whitmarsh Street platted with house lots.  On the north side of Whitmarsh, the third lot west of Updike (still vacant) contains 5,787 sq. ft.; its owner is not indicated.  The map also shows sewer lines on Updike Street, and street railway lines on Broad and Elmwood Avenues.  (Archives)
	Intent to Build (Archives)
	Directories (Archives)
	Tax Records (Archives)


